
Laitman's Song Cycle Commemorates Deaths of 
Kennedy & King April 2008  
 
 
A new song cycle by acclaimed composer Lori Laitman, commissioned to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the tragic deaths of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Robert F. Kennedy, will premiere on April 18, 2008 at Harvard University in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
For this commission by the Lyrica Society for Word-Music Relations, Laitman 
selected two unpublished poems which reflect on life, death and the notion of 
legacy. Titled “And Music Shall Not End,” the cycle includes the works of poets 
Anne Ranasinghe and John Wood.  
 
Holocaust-survivor Anne Ranasinghe’s poem, “Partial Lunar Eclipse, September 
7th, 2006,” reflects on the mystery and timelessness of the universe, as well as her 
realization that she is nearing the end of her life, while John Wood’s poem, “A 
Pastoral Lament,” dedicated to a colleague upon his death, is a message of love 
and grief and a celebration of an enduring legacy. 
 
Mezzo Soprano D’Anna Fortunato will perform the works with composer Lori 
Laitman at the piano. The performance will be presented at the Lehman Hall 
Music Room of Dudley House, Harvard Yard, at 4pm on Friday, April 18, 2008. 
Admission to the event is free of charge. 
 	
  


